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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday
     13th January 2014 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllrs. Kay (Chair), Barron, Baybutt; Bryan and Mee
Twelve members of the public were present. 
2013/088 Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2013/089 Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Cheetham, Evans and Wareing
2013/090 Notifications of Interests

None.
2013/091 Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2013 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
2013/092 Clerks Report (for information only)

The Clerk reported on:
a) The planning application for the pavilion extension has been submitted to West Lancashire BC and has resulted in numerous planning requirement requests which are being completed;
b) S106 monies for the cricket net (£10,000) have been received from West Lancashire BC. The Clerk will place a formal order;
c) Lancashire County Council has published on its website proposals to terminate certain subsidised bus services. Elements of the 12A service which includes Tarleton in its route are proposed to be ceased. The Parish Council has not been notified of any changes. The Clerk will respond to the consultation on behalf of the Council querying the decision (has there been any reference to the revenue / cost ratio in making this decision?) and express this Councils disappointment. 
2013/093 Parish Council Working Groups:
Actions and recommendations from the Estate Group (meeting about the application for a mast) and Finance Group (meeting about the budget) are dealt with later in the agenda.
2013/094 Financial Matters
(a) It was resolved that the below mentioned payments should be approved:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    











           £
	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity  - Carr Lane
	75.00

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website hosting
	45.00

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water Carr Lane- usage &  drain
	45.96

	DD
	WLBC
	Rates – Carr Lane
	379.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Gas – Carr Lane
	89.63

	DD
	PWLB
	Loan repayment
	7114.81

	3179
	N Leadbetter
	Clerks salary 
	939.05

	3180
	N Leadbetter
	Clerks allowances & expenses
	217.30

	3181
	HMRC
	Tax & National Insurance
	1575.47

	3182
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary  
	412.80

	3183
	Tarleton H T Church
	Graveyard
	750.00

	3183
	Tarleton H T Church
	Clock
	100.00

	3184
	Lancashire CC
	Loan repayment
	189.36

	3185
	BP Maintenance
	Dec Church Rd car park mtce
	30.00

	3186
	G Hirst
	Grass cutting
	1370.00

	3187
	R Haydock
	Architect  (Carr Lane extens)
	1000.00

	3188
	B&Q (FG)
	Light bulbs
	25.96


 (b)Items of income received since last meeting:

	
	Wareings Veg
	Xmas decorations donation
	60.00

	
	Len Wrights Salads
	Xmas decorations donation
	60.00

	
	Johnsons Plant Hire
	Xmas decorations donation
	60.00

	
	Gro-Well Salads Ltd
	Xmas decorations donation
	60.00

	
	John & Victoria Rimmer
	Xmas decorations donation
	60.00

	
	Ward & Mark McKean
	Xmas decorations donation
	60.00

	
	Bryans Salads
	Xmas decorations donation
	200.00

	
	Sallys Seafood
	Xmas decorations donation
	60.00

	
	MA Evans
	Xmas decorations donation
	100.00

	
	Tarleton Corinthians FC 
	Rent
	750.00

	
	Tarleton Brass Band
	Rent
	250.00

	
	WLBC
	S106 grant (cricket net)
	10,000.00


(c) Parish Council’s financial position to 31 December 2013 – The Council noted the Clerks report. 

(d) Members reviewed fees and charges for 2014/15 and agreed that they should remain unchanged from the current year.  They are attached as a scheduled to these minutes.

(e) Budget and setting of precept 2014/15: 
i. West Lancashire Borough Council had informed the Council that concurrent grant would reduce by 15% next year to £6351. 
ii. Members resolved that given the current economic climate that the parish precept for 2014/15 should remain unchanged at the current year’s level, which is £72792. 

iii. The budget for 2014/15 drafted by the Finance Group was agreed. The significant variation from the standard budget is the proposal (subject to planning permission) for an extension to the Carr Lane Pavilion to improve storage facilities of approximately £22000.Initial monies for this project were budgeted in 2013/14 but realistically the work will now be undertaken in 2014/15.

iv. The full budget requires £8687 to be made available from reserves. This reduction in reserves would still see cash held at a prudent level. 
v. The detailed budget is attached as an appendix to these minutes.

2013/095 Planning Matters
The following applications were considered: 
2013/1258/HYB Henry Alty Ltd, Station Road, Hesketh Bank; 

2013/1270/FUL Riverside Leisure Centre, Southport New Road, Banks; 

2013/1274/FUL 7c Coe Lane, Tarleton; 

2013/1068/FUL 122 Hesketh Lane, Tarleton; 

2013/1261/FUL Rear of 228 Hesketh Lane, Tarleton;

2013/1300/FUL 4 Rivington Close, Tarleton; 

2013/1329/OUT 266 Hesketh Lane, Tarleton; 

2013/1334/FUL 11 The Chimes, Tarleton.

With regard to planning application 2013/1258/HYB: Henry Alty Limited, Station Road, Hesketh Bank it was resolved to object to the above planning application for the following reasons:

There is inadequate infrastructure in place and there is no plan to have an effective infrastructure in place before development commences.

Roads:

There is one main road (Hesketh Lane) in and out of Tarleton and Hesketh Bank. West Lancashire Local Plan 2012-27 states in the Spatial Portrait document (page 20, 2.36) “There are issues with traffic congestion in the two villages.”(Hesketh Bank and Tarleton).

Tarleton village already has significant traffic issues in the village before any consideration of this development. The congestion of Hesketh Lane at peak times currently causes issues and “rat runs” (i.e. Kearsley Avenue). Local residents rightly query whether a fatal accident will happen before action is taken to address the problem. 

Tarleton Parish Council requested in December 2013 that Lancashire County Council carry out a comprehensive traffic survey of Tarleton. Their response was disappointing and will result in a further request.

Tarleton Parish Council queries exactly what highways improvements are being proposed? These need defining and proper consultation. The reference in the application to the Green Lane Link is considered a “red herring” in relation to current traffic problems in Hesketh Lane area.  

The applicants own documentation within the planning application states: 

“8.10 On-site observations and queue length surveys at the Hesketh Lane / Church Road junction indicate that this junction is currently operating over capacity during both peak hours with significant queuing observed on Hesketh Lane and Church Road east (right turn) arms of the junction.

8.13 The (above) tables demonstrate that the Hesketh Lane and Church Road east arms of the junction are operating over capacity during the AM and PM peak periods, without the proposed development in place. With the additional traffic generated by the proposed development, the RFC values and maximum queue lengths are predicted to increase, when compared to the without development scenarios.

8.14 To mitigate the impact of the development at this junction and alleviate the current congestion issues, an improvement scheme has been identified which involves replacing the existing priority controlled junction with a new three arm mini roundabout.”

This Council believe it is misguided to take the view that the Green Lane Link will improve traffic flows significantly within the villages. The Green Lane Link will take several years to construct, and it is not a solution to the extra car journeys that will be generated from this proposed development and the other developments within the villages of Tarleton and Hesketh Bank. 
As well as the Henry Alty’s development there will also be the additional traffic from the Becconsall and Plox Brow sites, which total a further 120 houses approximately. These vehicles will also use the already overloaded roads and the junction of Church Road and Hesketh Lane.

Traffic along Station Road, Hesketh Lane and Church Road goes past two primary schools and the Academy. Pavements are narrow and in some cases non-existent. The increased traffic will present a substantially increased risk to pedestrians. 

Public transport links within the villages are inadequate to meet the needs of a development of this size. The villages do not have a railway station and the applicant has suggested Croston station is the nearest. This station has 20 car parking spaces and four cycle storage spaces, not enough to accommodate a development of this size. Plus, in order to get to Croston railway station, or indeed any other railway station, residents will have to use their car and travel along Hesketh Lane. This is not a solution to the additional car journeys that will be generated. The County Council has started a consultation on removing certain subsidised bus routes from its schedule. This affects Tarleton in the first instance and more of the same can be expected, hence a greater reliance on car use and therefore more pressure on the village roads.

Masterplanning: 

As part of its designation as a Rural Development Opportunity, the Local Plan states not all of the Henry Alty’s Brickworks site will comprise built development and a masterplanning exercise will be required and the inspector’s report stipulates this is to include members of the public.

WLBC Planning Department website states Masterplans are prepared in partnership with local communities, local businesses, landowners, infrastructure providers, environmental organisations and authorities, the voluntary sector and ward and parish councillors.

Tarleton Parish Council concludes that there is no evidence this partnership has taken place. Apart from the very minimal “consultation” in March, there has been no further consultation with the local community. Given the scale and complexity of the proposal and the impact it will have on the villages, there has been inadequate consultation with the public and landowners and certainly this Parish Council

Other Inadequate Infrastructure Issues:

Water:

West Lancashire Local Plan states in Policy IF3: Service infrastructure and Infrastructure for growth 

(8.56) “In the Northern parishes there is significant use of water by the market garden industry. This places a strain on existing water supply and infrastructure and contributes to low water pressure. A solution to this problem will need to be delivered by the statutory undertaker for water supply.”

The Local Plan also states

“New development proposed in the Northern parishes will need to be considered in liaison with the statutory undertaker for water and waste water and the Council to establish the impact on water and wastewater infrastructure. The delivery of development will need to be considered in conjunction with timescales for delivery of a solution to low water pressure in the area.”

Infrastructure Delivery Plan September 2012(Update Baseline Infrastructure Assessment, Chapter 3, Table 3.2)

“There is no network infrastructure available for the northern EC3 site in Hesketh Bank. The network feeding Henry Altys Brickworks site was made redundant around 20 years ago so the site would need a new connection possibly from South Ribble or possibly the upsizing of the Becconsall mains.”

The applicants own documentation says re water “If there is not sufficient capacity in the existing network, the applicant maybe required to undertake someone off site strengthening work to ensure adequate supple without impacting existing water users”

Sewerage: “United Utilities are currently assessing the requirements of the scheme in relation to sewerage capacity and connection. Once United Utilities has assessed the scheme in more detail and identified the necessary solutions the sewerage scheme will be finalised” 

The water and sewerage systems are barely coping with current demand. There is nothing in the proposal to indicate what is to be put in place, if anything, to cope with the extra demand that will be created by the proposed new development.

Other Issues:

Linear Park:

The Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2012 states “The council, together with LCC, Tarleton & Hesketh Bank with Becconsall Parish Council have commissioned consultants to carry out a feasibility study for a linear park along the canal & River Douglas at Tarleton and Hesketh Bank. The feasibility study is intended to outline potential options for the development of the park.”

Tarleton Parish Council has been involved in exploring the possibility of a Linear Park and in principle supports the idea. We have been involved in contributing towards the cost of the feasibility study and as part of a Steering Group taking on the thoughts from the feasibility study. We believe the application was the opportunity to firm up exactly how in practice what it was possible to deliver and indeed what are the obstacles. We might have expected the Linear Park Steering Group to have had an input into the Masterplanning process, but it would seem, along with the community at large, a decision has been taken that it is not to be the case. Unless firm realistic proposals are included in this application process we fear the full vision of the Linear Park pathway alongside the river and canal will never happen in practice.

Policy EC3: Rural Development Opportunities:

Henry Alty’s Brickworks, Hesketh Bank is allocated as a “Rural Development Opportunity” site within the Local Plan 2012-27.

The policy states that in the interest of the rural economy, employment generating uses will be required to form part of any proposal, the level of which will be determined on a site by site basis and in accordance with national and local planning policy.

There are no employment generating uses included with this application, therefore it contravenes policy EC3.2

Street Scene: 
A sizeable part of this project is within the Parish of Tarleton and we recognise concerns raised by residents of our parish. For example according to the planning application there is to be a house at the head of the cul-de-sac in Astland Gardens. The rest of the properties on Astland Gardens are bungalows or dormer bungalows, so a house would not be in accordance with the existing street scene.

The application is confusing because for the same location in Astland Gardens there are three scenarios: 

a) a three bedroom house will be built; 

b) another section states that there is scope for Astland Gardens to be 

an access road into the proposed development; 

c) another states Astland Gardens will be an access road into the proposed development.

It should be clear from the application which option is being proposed.

Finally this Council will request that Parish Councillors Malcolm Barron (also County Councillor) and Jim Kay (also Borough Councillor) be able speak at the WLBC Planning Committee meeting to summarise this  Councils objections to this application as it stands.

It was resolved that no representation should be made on any of the other applications.
2013/096 Installation of an Internet Relay Transmitter / Receiver 
A proposal had been received from Sonic Internet Ltd to install an Internet Relay Transmitter/Receiver at Carr Lane in Tarleton.  A lattice mast 12.95 metres would installed at the back of the Pavilion. 

Members resolved to reject the Sonic Internet Ltd proposal on the basis of the size of the mast and likely neighbour objections. There were also concerns over safety issues given the high use by children of the Carr Lane facilities.
2013/097 Correspondence

There were no matters of correspondence other than through issues already raised earlier in the agenda.
2013/098 Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held Monday 10th February 2014 at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton 
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