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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday
8th February 2016 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllrs. Evans, Kay, Barron; Bryan; Doran; Mee; Slater and Wareing
Three members of the public were present.

2015/0083 Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2015/084 Apologies for absence
Cllrs. Baybutt, Latham and Lockwood
2015/085 Notifications of Interests 
None.
2015/086 Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2016 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
2015/087 Clerks Report (for information only)

The Clerk reported on:
a) The insurance claim for the bus shelter;  

b) The pavilion extension and improvements to lighting to aid security;

2015/088 Parish Council Working Groups
There were no matters arising from any of the groups.

2015/089Financial Matters
(a) It was resolved that the below mentioned payments should be approved:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    


                                                                                                           £

	DD
	West Lancashire BC
	Rates – Carr Lane
	390.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity  - Carr Lane
	91.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity  - O60s
	294.19

	DD
	E-ON
	Gas  - Carr Lane
	158.26

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website hosting
	45.00

	DD
	Cathedral Leasing
	Hygiene services
	86.84

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water and wastewater – O60s 
	(2.87)

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water and wastewater – Carr Lane
	49.99

	3386
	N Leadbetter
	Clerks salary 
	1005.00

	3386
	N Leadbetter
	Allowances 
	60.00

	3387
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary  
	471.33

	3388
	Brian Parkinson mtce
	Mtce agreement - January
	474.00

	3388
	Brian Parkinson mtce
	Remove damaged bus stop
	36.00

	3388
	Brian Parkinson mtce
	Remove storm damaged tree
	60.00

	3389
	HMRC
	Tax and national insurance
	717.48

	3390
	Joseph Wright Ltd
	Grass cutting (Sept-Nov)
	2016.00

	3391
	Goodman Nash
	Property audit – business rates
	5665.86

	3392
	Homebase (FG)
	Paint
	7.99


(b)Items of income received since last meeting:

	
	Mere Brow VH
	Loan repayment
	360.00

	
	Tarleton Brass Band
	Rent
	250.00

	
	Tarleton Corinthians 
	Rent
	750.00

	
	HMRC
	Vat refund 2014/15
	8988.18


2015/090 Planning Matters
a) 2015/0934/FUL 6A & 8 Holly Grove, Tarleton, Lancashire, PR4 6AZ

b) 2015/1274/ADV Tarleton Office Park, Windgate, Tarleton, Lancashire

c) 2016/0002/FUL Land Adjacent To Southport New Road, Leisure Lakes, The Gravel, Mere Brow, Tarleton.

d) 2016/0077/LDC The Swallows, Doctors Lane, Sollom, Tarleton, Preston

e) 2016/0082/COU Moss Side Farm, Moss Side Lane, Tarleton, Preston, Lancashire..

f) 2016/0087/FUL 13 River View, Tarleton, Preston, Lancashire, PR4 6EA

g) 2016/0092/FUL Site Of Former 48, The Gravel, Mere Brow, Tarleton, Lancashire,
It was resolved that no representation should be made on any of the applications.
2015/091 Withdrawal of Bus Subsidies by Lancashire CC (LCC)
Council members were advised about LCC budget proposals which were approved at the Cabinet meeting on Thursday 26 November.  The withdrawal of bus subsidies was explained as follows: the proposals aim to save £65m over the next two years, to tackle a £262m funding gap faced by April 2020.
 
The county council has had to make financial savings for the past five years to offset the Government's cuts to its funding and to account for significant cost pressures brought about by high demand for many of their services.
 
Based on current spending levels and projected demand for services, LCC is facing a considerable challenge and unless they take further action, with the possibility they will not have sufficient resources to deliver the statutory services by 2017/2018.  It's also forecast the council would have a shortfall in its budget of £262m by 2020/21.
 
With regards to the proposals for withdrawing all subsidies for bus services, unfortunately, many of the proposals will affect a wide range of service areas and impact on frontline services.  Where possible, LCC are continuing to look for more efficient ways of working that save money without affecting customers and communities.
 
LCC have formally advised the bus operators of this decision and that the bus service subsidies will cease on 2 April 2016.
These local bus services are registered with the North Western Traffic Commissioner.  It will be for the operator to either deregister the services with the Traffic Commissioner after 2 April 2016 or determine whether they could continue to provide some service in the area, without any level of subsidy from Lancashire County Council.  LCC have asked operators if they could confirm their intentions as soon as possible on this matter.

Tarleton Parish Council noted with disappointment what appears to be another attack on rural village life. Those without car transportation are left isolated by such decisions. It was also noted that the level of community consultation over the issue was poor.
2015/092 Green Lane Link and Tarleton Library
Members discussed developments.
Green Lane Link:

Cllr Doran proposed a survey of local businesses. We need to make an economic case for the development of this Link to support representations which have been made based on road safety aspects of the Link. To this end we need to seek the cooperation of local firms in an attempt to collate information on the potential financial impact which completion of the route may have on their businesses.

Cllr Doran and the Clerk will liaise over the production of the survey. Cllr Doran will issue the document.

Tarleton Library

Members noted the e-petition that was being circulated (thanks to John for helping promote it!) and agreed to help publicise it on Council noticeboards..

Cllr Doran made the following points on the rationale for retention of library services at Tarleton:

1. The preference would be for no closures in the County at all.

2. Effects of closure of Tarleton library

a) Loss of a vibrant Community Facility whose clientele range from toddlers; migrant workers through to the elderly and disabled. These sub groups are not reflected in footfall figures, and they would have immense difficulty in accessing alternative library facilities.

b) The footfall at Tarleton if transferred as car journeys to either Longton or Burscough would amount to pollution calculated at return trips of 12miles x current footfall. If bus subsidies cut and buses withdrawn.

c) If buses are available the cost to county would be at least 50% of footfall x cost of concessionary travel.

3. To cater for the current footfall at Tarleton by transfer to Longton.

a) Longton does not have the physical capacity to take the 12 computers currently at Tarleton, nor the 5 weekly social groups, fortnightly speaker groups and researchers.

b) Would computers currently at Tarleton be sold off? If so could the parish council purchase them and relocate?

4. To cater for the current footfall at Tarleton by transfer to Burscough.

a) Would require new premises at Burscough as current premises unfit for purpose, only has room to house 2 computers and half floor space is upstairs without disabled access.

b) This would incur the cost of any new premises as either new build or hire and fitting out of a suitable alternative.

5. Comparison of impact of closing any of the 3 existing sites:

	A. If bus services remain available

	LONGTON

Loss of viable, vibrant community facility. The alternatives at Penwortham and Tarleton would not cope with demand.

Round bus trip of 10 miles.
	TARLETON

Users could access Longton (close to bus stops) but incur a 1 hour round trip. Bus stops in Burscough entail a walk. Bus every hour.
	BURSCOUGH

Users could access Parbold, Ormskirk or South port by rail, and any of 3 buses, every ten minutes.

	B. If bus services between villages withdrawn

	LONGTON

Currently two buses to Penwortham per hour and 1 to Tarleton. No alternative, other than car/taxi if buses withdrawn
	TARLETON

Currently 1 bus per hour to Burscough, two to Longton. If 12 a withdrawn, no Saturday service. If none at all, no alternative other tan car/taxi
	BURSCOUGH

Currently 3 buses per hour and two trains every hour. If all buses withdrawn, still trains to all three alternative libraries, Southport, Ormskirk, Parbold.


6. Alternatives to closure which could be considered as viable:

a) No closures at all, increase rates.

b) Charging for all items borrowed, sessions attended including visiting speakers.

c) Joint funding with the two local parish councils and local voluntary groups balanced with savings from withdrawing the travelling library service to Hesketh Bank.

The Clerk would supply this information to Lancashire CC on behalf of the Parish Council

2015/093 Correspondence: Correspondence received was noted.
2015/094 Next Meeting

The date and location of the next meeting scheduled for Monday 14th March 2016 at 7.30 pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane. 
2015/095 It was resolved that members of the public are excluded from the meeting under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Para 2 for the next matter on the agenda for the reason of confidentiality of the business to be transacted
2015/096 Members considered an offer for purchase of the former Over 60’s club Church Road, Tarleton, subject to planning permission with a change of use.

It was resolved that this offer was too low, measured against professional advice received from a chartered surveyor. The Clerk was asked to advise the potential purchaser of a minimum figure the Council might consider.
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