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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday
     13th June 2011 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllrs. Cheetham; Barron; Baybutt; Bryan; Evans; Jackson; Mee & Wareing.
Five members of the public were present.
2011/016 Declaration of Acceptance of Office & Code of Conduct
Signed declarations had now been received from all elected Members. 

2011/017 Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Kay; Slater; Hodson and Hunter. 
2011/018 Notifications of Interests

Cllr Baybutt declared a personal interest in item 13 Holy Trinity Church – application for financial assistance, as she was a member of the church. 
2011/019 Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the annual meeting held on 13th May 2011 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
2011/020 Chairman’s Report (for information only)

The Chairman reported that he had attended the recent PACT meeting. He also attended a meeting of the Northern Parishes with the new West Lancashire Borough Commander Chief Inspector Geoff Hurst. CI Hurst outlined planned changes and confirmed that Tarleton police station would remain open. Regular meetings between the Northern Parishes and CI Hurst were planned. Finally the Chairman had attended the Cuadrilla public meeting and would give further feedback under the agenda item later in the meeting.
2010/021 Clerks Report (for information only)

The Clerk reported on training for the new Members and how he intended to cascade more information through email. Other matters relevant to the Council working groups would be dealt with in the following item.
2011/022 Parish Council Working Groups  

a) Sports & Community Users Committee – The Cricket Club was moving towards obtaining Clubmark; The Football Club was hopeful of obtaining funding through the Lancashire Football Association for drainage work.
b) Estate Management Working Group – Work around Carr Lane to clear trees, cut hedges, clean ditches and replacing fencing, subject to final discussion with the successful contractor, following quotation, should begin in August. DEFRA rules protecting nesting birds prevents work on trees and hedges before that time.
Dave Blount (Woodland Consultant) had followed up his initial overview of Carr Hey Plantation with a further site visit. The Clerk now had his ideas for grant applications to the Forestry Commission. The Estate Group agreed that Mr Blount should be instructed to work with the Council to try and obtain these grants to improve the woodland.
There had been a number of instances of fire and vandalism in the wood recently. The Clerk had informed PC Corrigan. One such fire had required the felling of a tree on the woodland boundary for health and safety reasons after fire had rendered it unstable. Members felt there was merit in erecting notices that informed the public that the woodland was only open during daylight hours and that there should be no overnight use of the woodland without permission.

A very informative meeting had taken place between the Estate Group, including the Clerk, and officials from Tarleton Rugby Club during which future potential developments were discussed.

c) Communication & Media – Cllr Jackson outlined the virtues of the Streetlight forum; Mark O’Hanlon, who hosts a village news website, had spoken in the public forum about making the most of websites. Both were to be invited to attend the next working group. The group had met before the Council meeting and agreed that the next newsletter would be produced in the coming weeks. The group had already identified issues with the website. The Clerk highlighted current problems and a decision to terminate the current arrangements was agreed. This though was subject to the Clerk further investigating a few ownership details.
2011/023 Financial Matters

(a) It was resolved that the below mentioned payments should be approved.                                                                                                                     










       £

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity  - Carr Lane
	97.00

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website 
	45.00

	DD
	WLBC
	Rates – Carr Lane
	355.60

	DD
	United Utilities
	Surface water  & drainage (CL)
	272.94

	2885
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary 
	852.46

	2886
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s allowances 
	365.17

	2887
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary  
	291.20

	2888
	HMRevenue & Customs
	Tax and national insurance
	1334.01

	2889
	Popes (Hightown)Ltd
	Manhole covers-reset & secure
	984.00

	2890
	Brian Howard
	Internal Audit
	100.00

	2891
	Scribe 2000 Ltd
	Accounting software licence
	294.00

	2892
	Plantscape
	Two 3 Tier Planters 
	504.00

	2893
	Duncan Ross
	Over-seeding
	624.00

	2894
	Carboodle (NL)
	Waste toner container
	11.47

	2894
	Staples (NL)
	Envelopes & paper
	32.39

	2895
	DIY Centre (FG)
	Bolt
	4.99

	2896
	JJ&B Ltd
	Bin store / facia repair
	457.20

	2897
	B&Q (FG)
	Padlock
	10.18


 (b)Items of income received since last meeting:

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water & wastewater (o60s)
	154.15

	
	Tarleton Corinthians FC
	Rent
	750.00

	
	Census
	Hire – Community Room 
	64.00

	
	Mrs Sutton
	Hire – Community Room 
	84.00

	
	Mrs Swire
	Hire – Community Room 
	30.00

	
	Mrs Royds
	Hire – Community Room 
	96.00


2011/024 Internal Audit Report

The report of the auditor Mr B Howard was received. It was agreed to action the points raised in the report. The Council noted Mr Howard’s comments that “the systems and procedures are now in an excellent condition and it has been most rewarding for me to see this development over the last year or two”. Mr Howard indicated he would wish now to step down from his audit role. The Council asked the Clerk to record their thanks for his services in the last few years.
2011/025 Planning Matters

The following applications were considered: 2011/0459/FUL; 2011/0276/FUL; 2011/0483/FUL; 2011/0473/FUL; 2011/0552/FUL. 

It was resolved that no representation should be made on any of the applications.

2011/026 Clothing Bank, Church Road

The Council resolved the action required regarding the Funds for You clothing bank:

a) The Clerk to write to Funds for You requesting removal of the clothing bank within seven days or it will be removed or seized.

b) The Clerk to write to Age Concern and the Charities Commission about the actions of Funds for You.
2011/027 Shale Gas Drilling Operation – Becconsall 
The Council agreed its current stand-point as regards the proposed drilling operation from mid-June 2011. A consultation process by the operators Cuadrilla Resources is currently in progress and the Chairman and other Council Members had attended meetings. It was agreed that the Council had a “view of caution, given the technology was safe and well regulated”. It was agreed that a watching brief should be taken and that we would wait for further facts to be revealed. Lancashire CC should be requested to keep the Council aware of any developments.
2011/028 Holy Trinity Church 
Cllr Baybutt had declared a personal interest in this item and took no part in the discussion. The Council resolved to approve a request for financial assistance for £400 to purchase new flags / rope. The Council asked that the church be informed that this is seen as a donation for next year’s Jubilee Celebrations.  
2011/029 Pedestrian Crossing, Church Road 
It was agreed to approach Lancashire County Council to have a pedestrian crossing installed opposite the school on Church Road. 
2011/030Tarleton Cricket Club Temporary Event Notice 
It was resolved to support the application by Tarleton Cricket Club for a Temporary Event Notice to sell alcohol at Carr Lane Pavilion up to a maximum of ten occasions. This was subject to clarification over issues regarding the Council being the landlord of the building and legal restrictions on the Council holding their own meetings in licensed premises. 
2011/031 Correspondence

The Council considered an Appendix which listed the various correspondences, agenda, circulars, and other papers, which had been received since the last meeting. The Council noted that these papers had been received and were available for Councillors and members of the public to view.
2011/032 Next Meeting

It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Monday 11 July 2011 commencing at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton
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