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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday
14th March 2016 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllrs. Evans, Kay, Barron; Baybutt; Doran; Latham; Lockwood and Mee.

No members of the public were present.

2015/097 Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, in particular noting it was pleasing to see Cllr Lockwood in attendance after a period of absence.
2015/098 Apologies for absence
Cllr. Bryan.
2015/099 Notifications of Interests 
None.
2015/100 Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2016 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
2015/101 Clerks Report (for information only)

The Clerk reported on:
a) The insurance claim for the bus shelter had been settled in full and an order for a replacement placed. This could take up to two months;  

b) There had been a response today (14 March 2016) to the rejection of the offer for the former over 60s club. This would be dealt with at the next meeting;
c) Linear Park – the clerk updated on a proposal from the clerk at HwB Parish Council about a setting up a working group to deal with a proposed Linear Park around the Altys planning application. This would be dealt with at the next Council meeting. There was a site visit planned in a few days that the clerk would attend. Any other Members who were interested were also welcome;
d) WLBC had informed the Council that £19468 s106 was now available to the Council. The money can only be spent to create or improve areas of public open space, which could include the provision or improvement of playground equipment, playing pitches or drainage improvement schemes. The Clerk was going to investigate options;
e) TPC Website – the current site was deemed not fit for purpose and the Clerk was speaking to alternative suppliers;
f) Green Lane Link Survey:
Cllr Doran had undertaken this work (for which the Chairman thanked him on behalf of the Council). His summary and findings are noted here:
The parish councils in the immediate area of the proposed extension of Green Lane to the A565 wanted to explore the potential economic effects of this development on local businesses. This could then be presented to Lancashire County Council to support the case for the funding of the extension. A previous survey, conducted in 2015 had already demonstrated the Road Safety benefits of this development.

Method: A Questionnaire addressing the potential usage and benefits of the “Green Lane Link” was developed and approved by Tarleton Parish Council. The questionnaire was then hand-delivered to 100 businesses in Tarleton, Hesketh Bank and Banks, with a covering letter of explanation and a stamped addressed envelope. Returns were analysed by inputting to a basic “Excel” spreadsheet, and relevant responses arranged as pie charts. 

Discussion: The response was less than 37%, with a particularly low response from the immediate area affected (Tarleton). However, there was a very good response rate from the larger companies canvassed, which is reflected in the economic returns and employment statistics.

One major employer (Huntapac) could not give precise figures for expansion. However, the firm did indicate that it would use the Link if built and gave overall figures for numbers employed, but not their turnover; so those statistics are not included in future projections. 

Some respondents gave percentage rates rather than actual figures in their returns, so these were left out of the statistical calculations, meaning that the figures calculated for growth in employment and income are lower than actual.

Statistical returns show that there are currently 1585 people employed full-time in the catchment area, earning the companies in excess of £26.5 million annually.

Over 80% of respondents stated that their firm would use the link, with 75% suggesting that it would have a positive effect on their business. A third of those in favour of the Link stated that they would consider expansion should it be built, creating 150 new jobs and an increases in revenue of over £26 million.

Conclusion: The potential revenue to central and local government from taxable income, wages, buildings and plant far outweighs the cost of the development.

2015/102 Parish Council Working Groups
The Finance Group met to deal with yearend matters which are dealt with in the following agenda item. There were no matters arising from any of the groups.

2015/103Financial Matters
(a) It was resolved that the below mentioned payments should be approved:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    


                                                                                                           £

	DD
	West Lancashire BC
	Rates – Carr Lane
	390.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity  - Carr Lane
	91.00

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website hosting
	45.00

	DD
	Cathedral Leasing
	Hygiene services
	86.84

	3393
	N Leadbetter
	Clerks salary 
	1005.00

	3394
	N Leadbetter
	Allowances & expenses
	249.75

	3395
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary  
	471.53

	3396
	Brian Parkinson mtce
	Mtce agreement - February
	636.00

	3397
	Duncan Ross Ltd
	Drain investigation & jetting
	458.40

	3398
	Lancashire Play Fields
	Subscription
	17.00

	3399
	Our Ladys Church
	Room hire
	45.00

	3400
	Adobe exportPDF (NL)
	Subscription
	19.33

	3401
	Post office (Cllr JD)
	Stamps (economic survey)
	54.00


(b)Items of income received since last meeting:

	
	Mere Brow VH
	Loan repayment
	360.00


(c) The Council agreed the following actions (based on the Finance Group recommendation):

i. To resolve to note and agree the Councils Asset Register 2016;

ii. To resolve to adopt the Standing Orders presented; 

iii. To resolve to adopt the Financial Regulations presented;

iv. To note that the current level of Council balances and projected balances are adequate;

v. To agree that the level of fidelity guarantee insurance, £150,000, is an adequate level of cover. 

2015/104 Review of the system of internal control
The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011, regulation 4(2) requires that the relevant body must conduct a review at least once in a year of the effectiveness of its system of internal control. This includes the management of risk. This review must be minuted as reviewed by the full Council. An effective system of internal control can be split into three parts:

a) Identification of the potential risk (risk assessment);

b) Controls or procedures in place to mitigate the risks identified (control systems);

c) Systems for testing the adequacy of internal controls (internal audit).

All three of these should be undertaken so that the Council can demonstrate it has an effective system of internal control. 

The following documents and actions, when taken as whole, ensures that this Council has reviewed the effectiveness of its system of internal control and has complied with the fore mentioned Accounts and Audit (England) Regulation.

The Council agreed to the following actions:

a) To resolve to agree Risk Assessment Register 2016 covering both financial and non-financial risk;

b) To resolve to adopt the Councils Fraud and Corruption Statement 2016;

c) To resolve to agree the Councils Statement on Internal Control 2016; 

d) To resolve to agree the Councils Internal Audit arrangements including:

i. A review of the effectiveness of internal audit 2016; 

ii. An internal audit testing schedule 2016; 

To confirm that Mrs C Rawcliffe be reappointed as the Council internal auditor for 2016.
2015/105 Planning Matters
a) 2016/0096/FUL 8 Bannistre Court, Tarleton,

b) 2016/0103/FUL 78 River View, Tarleton,

c) 2016/0170/FUL 277 Hesketh Lane, Tarleton

d) 2016/0177/FUL Doctors Cottage, Doctors Lane, Sollom, Tarleton

It was resolved that no representation should be made on any of the applications.
2015/106 Correspondence: Correspondence received was noted.
2015/107 Next Meeting

The date and location of the next meeting scheduled for Monday 11th April 2016 at 7.30 pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane. 
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