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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday
     13th September 2010 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane, Tarleton

Present

Cllrs. Cheetham; Kay; Barron; Baybutt, Bryan; Evans; Hunter; Mee; Slater and Stafford. Three members of the public were present, two of whom were members of the West Lancashire Borough Council Standards Committee, attending as a training exercise for them.
2010/044 Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Rydings.
2010/045 Notifications of Interests

Cllr Evans declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 10 – Planning – application 2010/0945/COU. Cllr Barron declared a personal interest in item 16.
2010/046 Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2010 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
2010/047 Chairman’s Report (for information only)
The Chairman reported on attending the PACT meeting from which there were no areas of concern. He had also attended parish finance and estate group meetings of which details were to follow later in the meeting.
2010/048 Clerks Report (for information only)
The Clerk reported on a busy period covering parish finance and estate group issues. He would table details at the next agenda item. Other issues that he had dealt with included problems with litter and fires in Carr Hey Plantation (thanks to the Pavilion Manager for his diligence in this matter); flooding of gardens in Wilson Close; and an update on the Linear Park Feasibility Study.
2010/049 Parish Council Working Groups  

a) Sports & Community Users – Cllr Mee reported on some of the issues raised at the meeting of the previous week.
b) Estate Management Working Group – the Clerk circulated an update on the many issues currently on the groups agenda discussed at a meeting 3 September 2010.
c) Parish Council Finance Working Group- the Clerk circulated a note covering the issues discussed at a meeting of the group on 3 September 2010. Both the internal and external audit reports were dealt with initially by the group.
2010/050 Financial Matters
 (a)Accounts for payment:











       £

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity (Aug)
	61.00

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website (Aug)
	45.00

	DD
	WLBC
	Rates (Aug)
	319.00

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water and wastewater (Aug)
	63.48

	2797
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary (Aug)
	844.05

	2797
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s allowances (Aug)
	55.00

	2798
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary  (Aug)
	291.20

	2799
	F Gittins (Bookers)
	Cleaning materials
	29.88

	2800
	B Howard
	Internal Audit Fee
	100.00

	2802
	Spider build Ltd
	Electrical work – Carr Lane
	212.79

	2803
	Spider build Ltd
	Electrical work – Carr Lane
	102.22

	2804
	G Hirst
	Grass cutting
	3682.00

	DD
	E-ON
	Electricity (Sept)
	61.00

	DD
	Netsolva
	Website (Sept)
	45.00

	DD
	WLBC
	Rates (Sept)
	319.00

	DD
	United Utilities
	Water and wastewater (Sept)
	63.40

	2805
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s Salary (Sept)
	844.05

	2806
	N Leadbetter
	Clerk’s allowances & exp (Sept)
	348.37

	2807
	F Gittins
	Pavilion Manager Salary  (Sept)
	291.20

	2808
	B Parkinson Mtce
	Drain inspection
	29.38

	2808
	B Parkinson Mtce
	Re-pointing manhole lid
	29.38

	2809
	BDO
	External Audit
	675.63

	2810
	Society Local C Clerks
	Subscription
	135.00

	2811
	Dave Blount Associates
	Woodland inspection
	200.00

	2812
	Duncan Ross Ltd
	Renovation works
	2728.54

	2813
	R Sears
	Postage
	2.05

	2814
	Bookers (FG)
	Toilet rolls / paper towels
	29.66

	2815
	Staples (NL)
	Envelopes / toner
	58.71

	2816
	Yates Playgrounds
	Mere Brow Play Area 
	7073.50


 (b)Items of income received since last meeting:

	
	Nil
	
	-


2010/051 Internal Audit Report 2009/10
The report of the auditor Mr B Howard was received. It was agreed to action the points raised in the report. The report had already been to the Parish Council Finance Working Group and a response and actions already taken by the group were circulated in notes to members.
2010/052 External Audit 2009/10 
Members received the report of the external auditor (BDO LLP). The Councils Annual Return had been qualified on the basis of an ultra vires payment to the former clerk. The Parish Council Finance Working Group had already discussed the matter. The Clerk outlined the issues involved, detailed in the Finance Group notes. The Council resolved that the views in the Finance Group notes be made to BDO in response to their request for the Parish Council to complete a satisfaction survey.

Members received the external auditors’ certificate and opinion and approved and accepted the Annual Return for 2009/10.
2010/053 Planning Matters

Cllr Evans declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application 2010/0945/COU and left the room for this item only.
The following applications were considered: 2010/0982/FUL; 2010/0945/COU; and 2010/0995/FUL. As regards 2010/0945/COU the Council resolved that the following comments are sent to the planning authority: The Council would object to this application if it was to be used for the permanent siting of caravans.
It was resolved that no representation should be made on the other applications.

2010/054 Rufford Household Waste Recycling Centre                                              
It was resolved that a letter should be sent to the Chief Executive, Lancashire County Council to express the feelings of this Council about both the decision to close the Centre and how that decision was both made and communicated. 

That is: Members acknowledged that the decision has now been made and there is nothing the Parish Council can do about it; They disagreed with the decision and felt sure they represented the feelings of parishioners; They felt that the principles and the spirit of the Parish and Town Charter should have seen formal consultation over what is a sensitive matter; They were disappointed that there was no formal communication of the decision to the Parish Council, though given there had been no formal consultation that might have been expected. Hence the first time most of the Members, community representatives at borough and parish level, were aware of the decision was when they read about it in the local press.

2010/055 On-Street Recycling Facilities 

It was resolved that neither site suggested was suitable for the recycling unit.

It was felt that there was already sufficient provision of such facilities for a village of our size at (the privately owned site) Mark Square. The Council also felt that the units there were more tastefully designed and more discretely positioned.

The Council are though happy to have new/ replacement bins at either or both of the sites suggested.

2010/056 Mere Brow Resource Centre (MBRC) “Growing Initiative” 

It was resolved to offer its support to the MBRC application for grant aid from “Local Food” lottery funding.
2010/057 Charity Textile Recycling Bank

It was resolved to reject the request for the permanent siting of the charity textile bank on the Church Road car park. The Council felt that there was already sufficient provision of such facilities for a village of our size at Mark Square.

The siting at Church Road was agreed as a temporary measure and the providers were to be asked to remove the recycling bank as soon as possible.

2010/058 Cross Roads Care (West Lancashire)

It was resolved that a donation of £100 would be made and this will be processed at the October meeting of the Council.

2010/059 Consultation on proposal to charge entitled pupils a contribution towards the cost of denominational transport 

Cllr Barron declared a personal interest in the next item and left the room for this item only.
It was resolved that the view of this Council was that the proposed change to transport policy should be rejected.
2010/060 Correspondence 

The Council noted the letters that had been received and that these were available for Councilors and members of the public to view. 
To note Cllrs Stafford and Slater would attend the Crossroads AGM; The Council would notify LALC that we are interested at this stage in taking place in a Winter Service pilot (Cllr Stafford would investigate further) and the letter just received from Lancashire CC regarding speed limits around Mere Brow and Holmeswood would be considered at the next meeting.
2010/061 Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held Monday 11 October 2010 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Carr Lane. 
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